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A great importance is likewise to be attached,
I suspect, to the animating influence of that
light and dry air which floats over a rocky soil.
Milton, celebrating Athens, in that consummate
passage of his " Paradise Regained," in which
the kingdoms of the past world pass before his
inspired eye, (as the kingdoms of a future
world, seen from the " Specular Mount," pass, at
the end of " Paradise Lost," before that of the
angelic intelligence and the first Man), parti-
cularly remarks that its soil was light and its
air pure. The fat rich plains of the adjoining
Boeotia rewarded the husbandman with an
ampler prize ; and as "prayer and provender "
are said not to hinder each other, it is notice-
able that the sacerdotal caste as well as the
aristocratic, found there its stronghold, Thebes*
however, if it exiled no great men, produced init
few. The difference between Bo&otia and Attica
in soil and climate, was much like that between
Lombardy and Tuscany; and a corresponding
dissimilarity is observable in their fortunes.

The same  niggard  soil which stunted the